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SUBJECT: EPPLER FORESEES NO TROUBLE FOR OFFSET AT 
HANNOVER 

REF: BONN 3340 

SUMMARY: GERMAN ECONOMIC COOPERATION MINISTER ERHARD 
EPPLER ( CONSIDERED BY MANY TO BE A LEADING MEMBER OF 
THE SPD' S LEFT WING) TOLD A GERMAN TV AUDIENCE ON APRIL 
4 THAT HE DID NOT BELIEVE THE DELEGATES TO THE SPD 
NATIONAL CONVENTION IN HANNOVER, APRIL 1#714, WOULD 
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OBJECT TO OFFSET PAYMENT TO THE U. S. EPPLER' S STATE- 
MENTS LEND FURTHER WEILTT TO THE CONTENTION THAT 
CHANCELLOR WILLY BRANDT WILL HAVE HIS WAY AT HANNOVER, 
AT LEAST IN THE FOREIGN POLICY AREA. END SUMMARY. 

1. IN ANSWER TO A QUESTION BY A JOURNALIST ABOUT SEVER- 
AL DRAFT MOTIONS ON ARMAMENTS REDUCTION WHICH ARE 
SCHEDULED TO BE DISCUSSED AT HANNOVER, EPPLER SAID, 

" THERE HAS NEVZA BEEN AN SPD CONVENTION WITHOUT SUCH 
MOTIONS: IN THIS RESPECT THE PARTY DIDN' T CHANGE A BIT. 

AND YOU' LL SEE WHAT HAPPENS WITM THESE MOTIONS. WE 1 VE 
TOLD OUR PARTY FRIENDS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY THAT, IN 
THE LONG RUN, THIS POLICY OF DETENTE WILL ALSO HAVE THE 
RESULT THAT IT WILL BE POSSIBLE ON BOTH SIDES OF THE 
( RUSTING, I HOPE* ) IRON CURTAIN TO DIMINISH THE MILI- 
TARY WEIGHTS AND, THUS, TO REDUCE ALSO THE ARMS BURDENS 
BUT THERE IS THIS IMPATIENCE IN THE PARTY, BECAUSE 
MEMBERS KEEP ASKING WHY THERE' S NO RESULT YET, AND WE 
HAVE TO TELL THEM THAT IT WILL STILL TAKE SOME TIME 
UNTIL- BY WAY OF THE EUROPEAN SECURITY CONFERENCE AND 
ALL OTHER EFFORTS IN THIS CONTEXT- WE' LL HAVE REACHED 
THE POINT WHERE WE CAN EFFECT REDUCTIONS." 

2. ASKED ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF CONTINUED OFFSET PAY- 
MENTS, EPPLER REPLIED, " YOU ARE PROBABLY A MAN WHO POS- 
SIBLY KNOWS STILL MORE ABOUT ECONOMIC MATTERS THAN I DO, 
SO YOU KNOW VERY WELL THAT THESE EIGHT BILLIONS ARE NOT 
PAYMENTS TO BE MADE BY THE GERMAN TAXPAYER OUT OF THE 
FEDERAL BUDGET, BUT THAT THEY ARE A TRANSFER OF FOREIGN 
CURRENCY, THAT IS, SOMETHING TO OFFSET THE FACT THAT TH 
AMERICANS HAVE TO SPEND DOLLARS IN THE FRG. AND I' M 
QUITE SURE THAT THE PARTY CONVENTION WILL NOT OBJECT TO 
THIS... THIS ANTI- AMERICANISM THAT' S SOMEHOW INVOLVED IN 
YOUR QUESTION IS ALSO AN ARTIFICIAL THING, A STRAW- MAN. 

IT' S AFTER ALL A FACT THAT THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE FRG 
WITH THE TWO WORWQ POWERS IS TODAY EMBEDDED IN THE EUR- 
OPE OF THE NINE. STRICTLY SPEAKI , THE QUESTION IS NO 
LONGER WHAT OUR UNILATERAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE US IS 
BUT WHAT THE ATTITUDE OF THIS ZOROPE OF THE NINE TOWARD 
THE US IS, AND IN THIS RESPECT A PROCESS OF NORMALIZA- 
TION IS GOING ON. IN DEALING WITH THE AMERICANS WE WILL 
NO LONGER BE THE MODEL BOYS BUT, LIKE OTHER EUROPEANS, 
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NOT EXCLUSIVELY COMMON INTERESTS, MIND YOU- BUT WE HAVE 
MANY COMMON INTERESTS, WE WANT TO PRESERVE THE ALLIANCE 
BUT WE ALSO WANT THE RIGHT TO SPEAK OUR MIND OCCASION- 
ALLY. THIS IS THE PROCESS THAT' S GOING ON." 

3. WHEN ASKED WHETHER ONE COULD SAY THAT AT THE PARTY 
CONVENTION IN HANNOVER THE FRG' S FOREIGN POLICY WILL NOT 
BE CHANGED AS DRASTICALLY ( MATERIALLY) BY MOTIONS AND 
OTHER STATEMENTS AS IS GENERALLY EXPECTED IN DISCUSSIONS 
PRECEDING THIS CONVENTION, EPPLER STATED EMPHATICALLY, 

" I GUARANTEE THAT THE FOUNDATIONS, THE BASIC LINES OF 
WILLY BRANDT' S FOREIGN POLICY WILL NOT EVEN BE 
SCRATCHED. THERE MAY BE SOME FRINGE TOPICS, SUCH AS 
PORTUGAL, THAT WILL PROVOKE DISCUSSION, BUT THERE WILL 
BE NO SERIOUS QUESTIONING OF THE POSITION OUR COUNTRY 
HAS FOUND IN EUROPE AND IN THE WESTERN ALLIANCE." 

HILT .F.NBR AND 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 

*** Current Classification *** LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Concepts: 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 06 APR 1973 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: boyleja 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973BONN05091 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: n/a 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: n/a 

From: BONN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19730435/aaaahuic.tel 

Line Count: 136 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 73 BONN 3340 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: boyleja 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 02 AUG 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <02-Aug-2001 by reddocgw>; APPROVED <29-Aug-2001 by boyleja> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CORRECTED> gwr 971204 

Subject: EPPLER FORESEES NO TROUBLE FOR OFFSET AT HANNOVER 

TAGS: PINT, GW, PINT 

To: AVZMBASSY PARIS 

BREMEN 

DUSSELDORF 

EUR 

FRANKFURT 

LONDON 

MOSCOW 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



ROME 

SECSTATE WASHDC 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




